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cess. The exemplary process they have spearheaded is a testa-
ment to the encompassing spirit of the QMMR section. As an
open venue for deliberation about the potentially momentous
shifts of the drive towards research transparency for some
corners of political science, the QTD has provided a vital ser-
vice for the discipline as a whole.
The QMMR section continues to attract a broad member-
ship. With about 740 members, the QMMR is the second larg-
est section of the more than 40 sections in the APSA. At the
APSA meetings last August, QMMR sponsored five different
short courses on both well-established and novel method-
ological approaches. (Full information on these courses is avail-
able on the APSA QMMR website.) After the elimination of
graduate student membership fees as of January 2018, a change
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With this issue, we complete our term as co-editors of Qualita-
tive and Multi-Method Research. It has been an honor to edit
QMMR, which we had the good fortune of taking over as a
well-established venue for cutting-edge work and high-qual-
ity debate about qualitative and mixed-method research in po-
litical science, thanks to the splendid stewardship of the edi-
tors who preceded us: John Gerring (2003-2006), Gary Goertz
(2006-2011), and Robert Adcock (2011-2014).
We have sought to maintain not just the high standards
established by our predecessors, but also the commitment to
make and keep QMMR a publication that reflects the method-
ological pluralism of the QMMR community and appeals to a
broad range of QMMR section members. The conversations
that have unfolded across the articles and symposia published
during our tenure leave us optimistic about both the possibil-
ity and the fruitfulness of civil and respectful intellectual en-
gagement across sometimes profound ontological, epistemo-
logical, methodological, and subfield divides—even when the
underlying disagreements themselves cannot be reconciled.
These conversations have been made possible by the
many colleagues who have contributed to QMMR over the
last three years, with whom we have greatly enjoyed interact-
ing and from whom we have learned a great deal. Thank you!
We also thank the section and the Consortium for Qualita-
tive Research Methods (CQRM) for their support; Allison
Forbes (vols. 13 & 14), Andrew McCormack (vol.15:1) and
Alberto Alcaraz Escárcega (vol.15:2) for their copyediting as-
sistance; and Joshua Yesnowitz, QMMR’s longstanding pro-
duction editor, for his many years of service. And we are grate-
ful to Sebastian Karcher and Sarah-Anna Hogan of CQRM for
doing the bulk of the work to bring QMMR more fully into the
digital age: Each essay now has a unique “digital object iden-
tifier” (DOI), with links from each issue’s online table of con-
tents to an open-access post of the essay. This change makes
QMMR content more findable, accessible, and citable, and we
hope that it gives QMMR authors and publications additional,
much-deserved attention.
We have, during our time as editors, sought to open
QMMR to a broader range of authors by scanning conference
programs for innovations and debates, of which we would
otherwise have been unaware, and by inviting, reviewing and
publishing unsolicited submissions. That said, looking back
on volumes 13 through 15, we realize that our efforts to diver-
sify QMMR authorship clearly paid insufficient attention to
gender balance. The underrepresentation of women, who have
comprised only 15% of the authors in QMMR during the last
three years, is a serious problem that we regret we did not do a
better job addressing.
All the more, we are absolutely delighted that Jennifer Cyr
and Kendra Koivu have agreed to take on the QMMR
editorship, starting with the next issue. Jennifer and Kendra
have already been shaping qualitative and multi-method re-
search in our discipline for many years, through (among other
things) their publications and their roles as co-founders and
co-organizers of the annual Southwest Workshop on Mixed
Methods Research. We could not imagine this publication being
in better hands, and look forward to seeing the directions in
which Kendra and Jennifer will be taking the QMMR conver-
sation.
adopted in response to a proposal from the APSA Graduate
Students Association, we hope to welcome even more young
scholars working in the qualitative and multi-methods tradi-
tions.
The QMMR section is distinguished by the rigorous
scholarship of its members, who collectively represent a wide
range of methodological and theoretical approaches. The
QMMR commitment to intellectual diversity and open dialogue
and debate helps to foster an inclusive ethos, which can only
strengthen the discipline overall.
https://www.doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.2563225
